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recovery, was sent to capture the French forts at Colivam and
Chingleput. The force at his disposal was probably the worst
ever led by an English captain. It consisted of some 200
English gaol-birds who had recently been sent to India, and
-500 untrained sepoys. When they first smelt powder outside
the fort at Colivam they instantly fled in panic, but Clive,
with his wonderful genius for putting spirit into the most faint-
hearted of men, rallied them and led them back to the front,
where, by exposing his own person wherever the fire was
hottest, he won their confidence and brought out all their
manhood. The fort surrendered, and Clive then defeated a
detachment advancing to its relief. That done, he marched on
to the next fort, and with his gaol-birds, who had now turned
heroes, captured it at the first onrush.

With these new laurels of victory Clive returned again to
Fort St. David. But for a time he was worn out with fatigue,
and his health showed serious signs of breaking up. He decided
to return to England,[and after marrying Miss Margaret Maske-
lyne, the sister of the young friend with whom he had formerly
escaped from Madras, he left India in February, 1753.

He was welcomed as a hero, and the directors of the East
India Company acknowledged his great services by a banquet
in his honour, giving him the title of General, and voting him
a diarnond-hilted sword as a token of their esteem. This last
honour Clive, with fine magnanimity, refused to accept unless
the same distinction were granted to his honoured and gallant
chief, Major Stringer Lawrence.

During his absence in England fighting still continued
in India in a desultory way. French and English forts were
taken alternately, and alliances on each side were made with'
native Prices, who broke them with an easy conscience when-
ever it suited their purpose to do so. On the whole, French
influence in India was steadily decreasing, while the power of
the East India Company was in the ascendant. Then France
herself, by an almost inconceivable stupidity, shattered all
hopes of future empire by recalling Dupleix in disgrace. So